Suggesting activities for the
isolation period
The ongoing pandemic of Covid-19 has postponed or cancelled
almost any kind of activity. As a result the majority of
people (and not only in Greece) is staying at home and
internet is serving as the main means of entertainment,
education, and work. Although we certainly held regular
meetings in person for both our members and the general
public, we have been active in many other ways that can offer
getaways during this period.

In this post we have gathered a few items that you may find
interesting to check. Our mission is to popularize
Observational Astronomy and the scientific contribution to
Astronomy, through a wide range of activities. As we target
the Greek community most of our content is, naturally, in
Greek. Our English site (still under development) contains
information regarding our activities that would be potentially
beneficial to the global community, such as our publications.

Citizen Science projects
We have created a dedicated page to collect and highlight all
(possible) Citizen Science projects related directly to
Astronomy. This way you can start contributing to Science from
the convenience of your home.

Observational Projects
We are working on a number of projects, such as exoplanets,
variable stars, planets, meteor, etc (see Research and Working
Groups for more details). Currently there are two major
ongoing projects: the EE Cephei eclipse, and the latest Venus
elongation.

The light curve of EE Cep during the 2014 eclipse.

YouTube
Although our YouTube‘s content is mainly in Greek (again), you
can still find some interesting videos from our activities and
some talks in English.

A summary of the Hellenic Amateur Astronomy Association’s
activities to develop new contributors to the science of
Astronomy.
And take a look also at our videos on our site!

For our members and more
We plan to organize a series of online workshops and talks for
our members and the public in general (which will be available

in Greek). The schedule is not set yet, but we will provide an
overview of our activities.

Seminars on “Introduction to
Observational
Astronomy”
(2018-2019)
Introduction
During the winter season of 2018-2019 (when the weather
conditions are not favorable for observations) we organized a
series of seminars entitled “Introduction to Observational
Astronomy”. The goal of these seminars was to introduce
interested individuals to the aspects of the observational
techniques for scientifically useful observations, i.e. how
amateur observations can help professionals and contribute to
Astronomy in general. The topics were split into specific
celestial objects in order to provide a short overview of the
amateurs’ contribution and the particular observational
methods.

Program
Saturday, December 1, 2018

— Introduction to the amateur observational Astronomy
What is Observational Astronomy? The Greek amateur community
and its main events, selected international communities and
their activities.

— Under the starry night
Introduction to the starry sky, the constellations, the
movement of the celestial objects, as well as various methods
of orientation and time calculation.

Saturday, December 15, 2018

— Deciphering the light
The nature of light and how we exploit it to understand and
study the celestial objects. Introduction to the basics of
photometry and spectroscopy.

— Camera, telescopes, and other equipment
What equipment is required to observe the celestial objects?
The human eye as an observing tool, and how telescopes and
cameras help us to enhance its capability.

Saturday, January 12, 2019

— Sun, “Star of the Day”
Focus on the Sun, and its importance for the Solar system and
for life in Earth. The methods to observe the Sun safely.

— The other “moons” of Earth
An introduction to the artificial satellites in orbit around
Earth, and the observational techniques to record them.

Saturday, January 26, 2019

— The smaller “cousins” of the planets
An introduction to the minor bodies of the Solar system, and
stellar occultations by them and the planets of the Solar
system.

— Shooting stars, the lilliputian inhabitants of our Solar
system
Exploring the characteristic properties, the importance, and
the methods to systematically record meteors, which are
important carriers of information for the history of the Solar
system.

Saturday, February 9, 2019

— The Planets and their Moons
A short trip to all planets of our Solar system and to some of
their most interesting moons. Discussing the current methods
used to observe them, record their dynamic appearance, and to
contribute to the Planetary Science.

— The temperamental stars
From birth to death, stars continuously experience phases of
instability. Observing variable stars is a key to improve our
understanding of stellar evolution.

Saturday, February 23, 2019

— Space clouds and stellar companies
Star clusters, nebulae, galaxies – some of the most impressive
sky objects. What equipment is required to see these and which
catalogs to use.

— Planets in alien worlds
From hot Jupiters to Super-Earths, a trip to explore the
formation of planetary systems.

Feedback

To better acquire and quantify the feedback from the
participants we implemented a number of evaluation methods
based on the Europlanet Evaluation Toolkit: (a) “pebbles in a
jar”, (b) post-event surveys, (c) “3 words”, (d) snapshot
interviews. The results are actually impressive, and with some
initial processing of the collected data (Moutsouroufi et al.
2019), we have:

94% satisfied participants, as measured by “pebbles in a
jar”
“Interesting” was the top word selection, followed by
“clear” informative”, “detailed”, “understandable”,
using the 3-word method
88% would like to know more about each subject presented
91% admitted that their interest in Astronomy increased

88% would like to deal with observations in the future
92% felt that their expectation was fulfilled
97% considered that the whole event was well-organized

Future plans

Currently we are in the process to further exploit the data
collected with the post-event surveys, and analyze the
snapshot interviews. Upon completion of this process we plant
to continue to the publications of the results, in order to
share our approach and experience with the community.

However, all feedback, including negative one, was shared with
the speakers to improve in future activities. This is crucial
since this activity bridges two of our most major actions in
this field: (i) a series of 20 theoretical courses on subjects

of modern Astronomy (2013-2014), (ii) the “Focus Months”
project (2014-2015), where each month was dedicated to a
specific astronomical object, including both theory and handson workshops on observations and data-analysis (see Maravelias
et al. 2018, Kardasis et al. 2015). In that way we have
formulated a number of seminars that can proceed gradually
from a general view of Astronomy to more specialized topics
and finally to hands-on workshops to develop contributors to
Science.
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